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- - SMYRNA —"Construstion
. Work on Del. 1 has entered the:
* final stretch, with the last piece:
of the Bear;to'-._I)_.chr_j_;expr_e"ss-,;
“way targeted for ‘completion .

before Memorial Day. .. - ¢

" -The limited-access hiéhW;IY 5

has existed in two segments for

several years, with only: the
«length between  Odessa and

 Smyrna remaining

_ ' Work “on’* the -'eight-mile-
_stretch’will resume :Monday*

cafter’a three-month  winter, | it
_break; said David ‘B. Duke,” -Working on
_Project resident engineer for! Said.- ‘Wi

the state Department of Trans- |
Portation:ag

“because ‘the period. etween.

‘Dec. 15 ‘and’-March ! 15:is:
.viewed as "downtime” for Del-.

DOT, Mr. Duke said.©# . = »

“Any work we get done dur-

ing the winter is considered a
‘bonus,” he said.. “This avoids
-the  possibility o us - falling
Jbehing.” EEHE S O
" Mr. Duke 'said less than 20
percent of his work remains.

He is responsibile for the areas™

where US. 13 and Del. 1 tie
into each other at Odessa and
Smyrna. i !

The remainder of the $22.2
million project will include the
construction of detour roads,
shoulders and the installation
of guardrails, signs, road strip-
ing and topsoil, he said."~ -

- The " five-mile" section in
between is about 90 percent
-complete, he said; and costs

$39.1 million.: = i3 :
~The grand opening of the
final segment is slated for May
; 1’8-20_a.nd_will!_ﬂot__inéﬁlpdg?an%
dditional tolls. There curren.-
ly are toll plazas in Dover and
_‘at Biddles Corner, charging $1
Lieach, i s WO T
1Mz, Duke.said there 15
¢ tremendous amount of work
remaining in‘a small window
of time and workers will nieed

Tdate:n s G
" He said it is frustrating fo
the forecast call g for cold

Memorial Day weekend,
** Switching Del. 1 traffic th
merges onto U.S. 13at Smyrna’
and Odessa will be very com-"
plex, Mr. Duke said.’ R
“It will be a real challenge
for us, the road builders, and
for the traveling public,” he,
. Mr.~ Duke "$aid DelDOT;
would “ advertise ' the exact’
plans for the switch as the pro-:
_ject’s completion nears. g
The full opening of Del. E*
will be welcomed by Carol
Everhart, executive director of
the Rehoboth Beach-Dewey
Beach Chamber of Commerce.
“Any enhancement or addi-
tional convenience for travel-

‘chamber,” she said. - e 2
- "Return’ visitors.. wil bel

€rs can only be a benefit to the

‘Pleased to spend Jess tirne o
. the road; and new visitors ar

“always - 1ooking® for'” quick

routes in and out of thearea:”
2. DelDOT = * - spokesmian
» Michael “Williams * said the
?"dépar_tmt_‘:nt did not have an
- €stimate ‘on how much. time
_‘_'théj_s_egnient'_i.fbf Del." 1 would -
isave: travelers, ‘but noted that
-the same stretch of U.Si13 has.
“two traffic lights"and a speed. *
mit 10 mph slowe)

going' from - Wilmington: '
+Daover or further south. — ‘will
likely use  (Del: -1 the whole

+ A limited access roadway
like (Del.) 1 creates a greater
flow of traffic and hopefully
facilitates safer travel.™i i, "
AL Drew Volturo can be.
‘reached at 741-8296 or
dvolturo@n EWszap.com
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